On the history of permissive "#
in American English:
New guantitative evidence

"H$% &SV +&,-%$.,/0#102,$3,845637
86%',&09,":%$'0*+&,-%8$.,,0<%0=%>?5@'%"7



#5080t ) *($%"H+%E286D123 4" %56

* |lexical meaning of ‘receiving’
* Look what | got for my birthday!

* the get-passive
* Nobody move, nobody get hurt.

* the get-causative
* Can | get you to deliver a message?

* inchoative get
* |t gets worse and worse.

* idiomatic uses
e | get up at seven, | don’t get it.



Permissive get

(1) Inthe movies the prisoners always get to make one phone call.
(2) This is a big day for the guards. They get to remind us who's boss.
(3) |wantto be a Marine. They get to wear swords, right?

I modal use of get that expresses permission (may, can)

| a permitted action
I They get to make one phone call. = ‘They are allowed to make one phone call’

| an opportunity
I They get to remind us. = ‘They have the opportunity to remind us’

| a privilege
I They get to wear swords. = ‘They have the privilege of wearing swords.



Questions

I When and how did permissive get emerge?
I What has been said about permissive get in earlier work?

I Can we use corpus data and distributional semantics to better
understand how the construction developed?
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I Two conflicting accounts of permissive get:
I The causative-to-permissive pathway (Gronemeyer 1999)
I The acquisitive-to-permissive pathway (Van der Auwera et al. 2009)

I An alternative hypothesis:

I The inchoative-to-permissive pathway
| Data

I Permissive get in the COHA

I Distributional evidence
I Developments in the semantic spaces of inchoative get and permissive get

I Conclusions
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I Gronemeyer (1999: 1):
I «Using diachronic data, | show that possession leads to movement as well as

stative uses (possession and obligation), movement develops into the
causative and inchoative, from which the passive develops, and !"#$06&'%&%!%()*

+),- )% (#$% (#-/%-#0$ 1#/2%--%@8F ingressive aspect.»

I've got to make a call.

The older men got to talking.

obligation _
1 John got the students IngreSSIVe
pOSSGSSIOH to work on the problem
I t book.
ve gota new boo +) )I%(# 1#/2%--%0&

movement
.. who never gets home. They get to use Linda’s car.
inchoative * passive

You’ve got to get mad. You’re gonna get caught.
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The precursor to both the permission and ingressive constructions is first found

around 1600, as in (86) and (87):
1.9%# .*%)$Chot him to be a chaplain6

(86) By what meanes got's(t) thou to be releas’d. (Shakespeare, Henry VI 1591, (OED
eer 322)) ’ " I$1 (YoY% € got to be a chaplain.
‘by what means you got released’

(87) He was once presented for perjury, but he got to be a chaplain in one of the king's
ships (Burnet, Burnet’s History of my own Time. Part I: The reign of Charles the

Second. 1703)
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The acquisitive-to-permissive pathway
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An alternative hypothesis



The inchoative-to-permissive pathway

. Aﬁge_ntral meaning of I"#: change of state, onset of a new activity or state of
affairs
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* «Privileged» inchoatives
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* Bridging contexts between change of state and permission:

* verbalized message: a change of state occurs
* implicature: the change of state was granted by some authority
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frequency developments
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“You shall know a word by the
company it keeps” Firth (1957: 11)
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Example: drink and sip

Sentences from the COCA corpus:

the pizzeria for a while, drinking a beer at a table
hell, I'd meet you, drink a glass of beer or
books. She changed her dress, drank a glass of cold water
Willie picks up his cup, drinks some coffee, and leaves with

men picked up their beers, sipped them, and put them back
to trust his intuition. She sipped from the champagne glass and
food itself. Even when he sipped his cold beer, it was
Emily was no different. Kate sipped from her water bottle, then
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the pizzeria for a while,
hell, I'd meet you,

books. She changed her dress,
Willie picks up his cup,

men picked up their beers,
to trust his intuition. She
food itself. Even when he
Emily was no different. Kate

!II#II$%&III

drinking a beer at a table

drink
drank
drinks

sipped
sipped
sipped
sipped

a glass of beer or
a glass of cold water
some coffee, and leaves with

them, and put them back
from the champagne glass and
his cold beer, it was

from her water bottle, then



Example: drink and sip

the pizzeria for a while,
hell, I'd meet you,

books. She changed her dress,
Willie picks up his cup,

men picked up their beers,
to trust his intuition. She
food itself. Even when he
Emily was no different. Kate

Beverages

drinking a beer at a table

drink
drank
drinks

sipped
sipped
sipped
sipped

Containers for beverages

a glass of beer or
a glass of cold water
some coffee, and leaves with

them, and put them back
from the champagne glass and
his cold beer, it was

from her water bottle, then



Example: drink and sip

the pizzeria for a while, drinking a beer ata table
hell, I'd meet you, drink a glass of beer or
books. She changed her dress, drank a glass of cold water
Willie picks up his cup, drinks some coffee , and leaves with
men picked up their beers , sipped them, and put them back

to trust his intuition. She sipped from the champagne glass and

food itself. Even when he sipped his cold beer , it was

Emily was no different. Kate sipped from her water bottle , then

Beverages

Containers for beverages

Drinking and dining



Distributional semantics
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I How to partition the distributional semantic space into areas?

| Hierarchical clustering: the 389 verbs found in inchoative and/or
permissive get are sorted according to semantic similarity

I 12 clusters identified as the “best” clustering solution (elbow
method); correspond to 12 semantic areas

I NB: similar results with different numbers of clusters around 12
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* Are the same areas populated in the same way by the two
constructions?
* Verbs in each group are counted in each period and construction
E.g., permissive get in period 1 (1860-1909):
Groupl Group2 Group 3 Group 12
4 3 2 0
* Correlations (Kendall’s tau) can be calculated between sets of counts

* To measure similarity between the distribution of two constructions at
different points in time

* To quantify change in one construction at different points in time
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