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• lexical meaning of ‘receiving’
• Look what I got for my birthday!

• the get-passive
• Nobody move, nobody get hurt.

• the get-causative
• Can I get you to deliver a message?

• inchoative get
• It gets worse and worse.

• idiomatic uses
• I get up at seven, I don’t get it.



Permissive get

(1) In the movies the prisoners always get to make one phone call.
(2) This is a big day for the guards. They get to remind us who’s boss.
(3) I want to be a Marine. They get to wear swords, right?

! modal use of get that expresses permission (may, can)
! a permitted action

! They get to make one phone call. = ‘They are allowed to make one phone call.’
! an opportunity

! They get to remind us. = ‘They have the opportunity to remind us.’
! a privilege

! They get to wear swords. = ‘They have the privilege of wearing swords.’



Questions

! When and how did permissive get emerge?
! What has been said about permissive get in earlier work?
! Can we use corpus data and distributional semantics to better

understand how the construction developed?
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! Two conflicting accounts of permissive get:
! The causative-to-permissive pathway (Gronemeyer 1999)
! The acquisitive-to-permissive pathway (Van der Auwera et al. 2009)

! An alternative hypothesis:
! The inchoative-to-permissive pathway

! Data
! Permissive get in the COHA

! Distributional evidence
! Developments in the semantic spaces of inchoative get and permissive get

! Conclusions
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! Gronemeyer (1999: 1):
! «Using diachronic data, I show that possession leads to movement as well as 

stative uses (possession and obligation), movement develops into the 
causative and inchoative, from which the passive develops, and !"#$%&'%&%!%()*
+),-)!%(#$.%(#-/%-#!0$1#/2%--%0&$and ingressive aspect.» 

possession 

movement

obligation

+),-)!%(#

inchoative passive

1#/2%--%0&

ingressive

I’ve go t a  n ew  b o o k.

I’ve go t to  m ake a  ca ll.

… w h o n eve r gets h o m e .

Yo u ’ve go t to  get m ad . Yo u ’re go n n a  get cau ght.

T h ey get to  u se  Lin d a ’s car.

Jo h n  go t th e  stu d e nts
to  w o rk o n  th e  p ro b le m .

T h e  o ld e r m e n  go t to  ta lk in g.
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The acquisitive-to-permissive pathway
• !"#$%&'$()*&'"$&+$",-$./0012$/3452
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An alternative hypothesis



The inchoative-to-permissive pathway

• A central meaning of !"# : change of state, onset of a new activity or state of 
affairs
• $#%!"#&'()&" *+,%'()&" -
• $%!(# .+#(#/"%/*0.#-
• 1(23)" !"##.+! #(%0" *%0.! !.)4%+(' -

• «Privileged» inchoatives
• $%!2"&&%'"%'(+5#%!"#%#(%&""%6(4(+"4%7()).&(+%*8#")%*44. (1910s)
• 9(:"%,*;%&/"5,%!"#%#(%0"%*+%",.#()%/")&"48-(1930s) 
• </%#/*+=%;(2%*+,%;(2544%!"#%#(%:""#%(2)%+"'%:.+.&#")%#/"+%&2)">(1900s)

• Bridging contexts between change of state and permission:
• verbalized message: a change of state occurs
• implicature: the change of state was granted by some authority
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frequency developments
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Firth (1957: 11)
“You shall know a word by the 
company it keeps”



Example: drink and sip

Sentences from the COCA corpus:

the pizzeria for a while, drinking a beer at a table
hell, I'd meet you, drink    a glass of beer or

books. She changed her dress, drank    a glass of cold water
Willie picks up his cup, drinks   some coffee, and leaves with

men picked up their beers, sipped   them, and put them back
to trust his intuition. She sipped   from the champagne glass and

food itself. Even when he sipped   his cold beer, it was
Emily was no different. Kate sipped   from her water bottle, then
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the pizzeria for a while, drinking a beer at a table
hell, I'd meet you, drink    a glass of beer or

books. She changed her dress, drank    a glass of cold water
Willie picks up his cup, drinks   some coffee, and leaves with

men picked up their beers, sipped   them, and put them back
to trust his intuition. She sipped   from the champagne glass and

food itself. Even when he sipped   his cold beer, it was
Emily was no different. Kate sipped   from her water bottle, then
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Example: drink and sip

the pizzeria for a while, drinking a beer at a table
hell, I'd meet you, drink    a glass of beer or

books. She changed her dress, drank    a glass of cold water
Willie picks up his cup, drinks   some coffee, and leaves with

men picked up their beers, sipped   them, and put them back
to trust his intuition. She sipped   from the champagne glass and

food itself. Even when he sipped   his cold beer, it was
Emily was no different. Kate sipped   from her water bottle, then

Beverages
Containers for beverages



Example: drink and sip

Beverages
Containers for beverages
Drinking and dining

the pizzeria for a while, drinking a beer at a table
hell, I'd meet you, drink    a glass of beer or

books. She changed her dress, drank    a glass of cold water
Willie picks up his cup , drinks   some coffee , and leaves with

men picked up their beers , sipped   them, and put them back
to trust his intuition. She sipped   from the champagne glass and

food itself. Even when he sipped   his cold beer , it was
Emily was no different. Kate sipped   from her water bottle , then



Distributional semantics
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1860-1909

coords1[,1]

go

make

know

see

take

think

look

give
call

feel

hear

keep

speak

use

believe like
meet

help

love

understand
lead

play

expect
wish

stay

drive

eat

accept

touch

care

finish

enjoy
regard

settle

demand

dress

roll

hatedepend

supply

dance

swear

trace

shrink

consent

dislike

do

garnish

1910-1949
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say

go

make

know

come

see

take

think

look

tell

seem

ask

feel
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sit
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write

talk
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carry
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lose

pay

walk
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play
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learn
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throw
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fill

shake

eat

pull
hang

cover

bear

fight

sing

touch

join
care

end

ride sleep

finish

representdevelop
notice

fly

hit

deal

plan

discuss

hate

kiss

trust
depend

hurt

count
compare

own

climb
fire

fit

stick

dance
wave

sailland

question

retain

measure

conceal

trouble

rely

overlook relax

celebrate

amuse

soften

chew

dread

clap

do

tow

crop

knot

pilot

1950-1979

say

go

make

know

come

see

take

think

look

tell

find

ask

call

feel

hear

put

keep

stand

begin

hold

try

speak

sit

use
show

work

mean

run

believe

live

like

move

talk

meet

fall

start

need appear

help

lay
read

stop

open

walk

love

remember
understand

play

happen

watch

draw

enter

learn

expect

answer

wear

laugh

lie

stay

drive

buy
spend

fill

shake

eat

save

sell

prove

pick
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shoot
sing

realize

touch

join

choose

ride sleep

marry

increase recognize

finish

lift
push

enjoy

fly

drink

belong

study

hide

prevent
support

sound

visit

press

proceed

hate

kiss

travel

own

perform

examine

pray

sign

fire

deliver

vote

remind

handle

wash

select
questionexercise

lock

march

scream

survive

dig
rub

shift

smell

influence

entertain

swallow
dry

taste

participate

sensereview

pitch

spitchew

stroll

stuff

wheel

dislike

park

starve

market

roam

dofuck

smack

elaborate

bat

seed

gossip

iron

peek

loathe

tape

brag

nibble
paw

seethe
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say

go

make

know

come

see

get

take

think

look

give

tell

find

leave

ask

call

feel

turn

hear

put

keep
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bring
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try
let

speak

sit
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show
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run

believe

live

like

pass

write

move

talk

meet

fall

start

set

sendcarry

appear

help

wait

read

stop

pay

open

walk

grow

love

understand
lead

play

watch

draw break

add

receive

learn

answer

throw

wear

laugh

change

cut

catch

stay

drive

kill
place

listen

buy
spend

fill

shake

build

eat

pull

decide

win

sell

form

prove

droppick hang
cover

fightact

shoot
sing

realize

prepare

touch

choose

teach

care

stare
ride sleep

marry

presentcreate
recognize

cross
finish

push

enjoy

observe
express

fly

establish

drink

name

study

support

miss

hit

announce

visit

imagine

assume

approach

maintain

burn
beat

repeat

dress

escape

fix

claim

blow

dealdiscuss

engage hate

kiss

propose

judge

count

travel

share

sink

cast

direct
control

own

perform

check
examine

jump

tend
sign

worrycomplete

deliver

vote

hand

furnish

dance

breathe

collect

pursue last

design

paint

improve
satisfy

wash

search

organize
interrupt

release

land

questionexercise

retain

scream

experience

snap

survive

kickslide

rub

view

test

wrap

aim

smell

pack

rule

witness

induce

clean

influence
govern

borrow

respect

hunt

excite

dismissresign

confront

race

focus

match

taste

comment

praise

celebrate

mingle

explore

challenge

linger

suspend
speed

correct

flush

participate

balance

review

frame
pitch

compete

switch

rock

dine

suck

score

install

chew

breed

dictate

copy

inspect

transport

pound
trap

preside

skip

sniff

interviewsum

chat

draft

fish
track

punch

gallop

flip

do

fashion

dispatch

pinch

coach

nail

tackle

sort

broadcast

chill
yank

lecture

sin

fulfill relish

scale

discriminate

hike

parade

cash

symbolize

smear

bond

reconstruct

pet

shore

rummage

condense

deduct

strut

bask

mate

mirror

sample

dismantle
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! How to partition the distributional semantic space into areas?
! Hierarchical clustering: the 389 verbs found in inchoative and/or 

permissive get are sorted according to semantic similarity
! 12 clusters identified as the “best” clustering solution (elbow 

method); correspond to 12 semantic areas
! NB: similar results with different numbers of clusters around 12
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• Are the same areas populated in the same way by the two 
constructions?
• Verbs in each group are counted in each period and construction

E.g., permissive get in period 1 (1860-1909):
Group 1 Group 2 Group 3 … Group 12
4 3 2 0

• Correlations (Kendall’s tau) can be calculated between sets of counts
• To measure similarity between the distribution of two constructions at 

different points in time
• To quantify change in one construction at different points in time



1860-1909 (inchoative)

coords1[,1]

make

knowthink

look

give

feel

hear
use

believe like

help

love

understand

expect
wish

accept

care

regard

settle

dress

hatedepend
swear

shrink

dislike

do

1860-1909 (permissive)
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go

make

see

take

call

hear

keep

speakmeet

help

lead

play

stay

drive

eat
touch

finish

enjoy

demand

dress

roll

supply

dance

trace

consent

do

garnish

1910-1949 (inchoative)

go

know

see

think

look

seemfeel

hear

sit

use

mean
believe

like

talk

lose

pay

love

understand

learn

expect
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bear
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end
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deal
hate

hurt

fit
land

measure

rely

overlook
soften

dread

do

knot
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say

go
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take

think

look
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hear

keep

stand

speak

use

write

talk

meet

start

set

carry

help

lay
read

walk

play

die

throw

stay

drive

kill

buy
spend

fill

shake

eat

pull
hang
coversing

touch

join

ride sleep

finish

representdevelop
notice

fly

hit

plan

discuss

kiss

trust
depend

count
compare

own

climb
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stick

dance
wave

sail

question

retain

conceal

trouble

relax

celebrate

amuse

chew

clap

do

tow

crop

pilot
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1950-1979 (inchoative)

coords1[,1]
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1950-1979 (permissive)
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talk
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lay
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play
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